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1906 edition. Excerpt: . . . as dealing with whole numbers in the
same notation. The process is just the same, only we must be
careful to put the decimal point in the right place. So, however,
we must with whole numbers, only we do not have to actually
write a decimal point in their case (except in the quotient
perhaps); but we always have to be careful to interpret the
quotient as meaning hundreds or thousands, or whatever it is,
correctly, and that is essentialy the same thing as attending to
the position of the decimal point. For instance, divide 729 by 14.
The last figure in the quotient is not exactly 3, but that is the
nearest, and it is quite time to stop, as we have already reached
the extravagant accuracy of seven significant figures. If we
wanted to go on, however, there is not the slightest difficulty. We
simply go on...
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