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Original publisher: Washington, D. C. : U. S. Government Accountability Office, 2005 OCLC Number:
(OCoL(C)61114901 Subject: Afghanistan -- Politics and government -- 2001-. Excerpt: . . . Defense, with the
government of Afghanistan, has established programs for U. S. Training of Afghan recruiting and training
battalions of Afghan combat troops. OMC-A Combat Troops Has significantly accelerated Afghan combat troop
training in 2004, and over 42 percent of the armys total projected combat strength of 43, 000 soldiers Outpaced
Efforts to was deployed throughout the country. However, OMC-As efforts to fully Equip and Sustain equip the
increasing number of combat troops have fallen behind. In Them addition, OMC-As efforts to establish the
institutions needed to support these troops have not kept pace, and plans for their completion are not clear.
Despite some shortcomings, OMC-A personnel and the embedded trainers we met with told us that Afghan
combat troops have generally performed well under U. S. supervision. Defense, in conjunction with the
government of Afghanistan, is establishing The United States Has recruiting stations in each of Afghanistans 34
provinces. To help ensure Established Recruiting that the army is ethnically balanced, Defense attempts to form
new Effort 6 battalions for training with volunteers drawn from Afghanistans major 7 ethnic groups.
Information provided by OMC-A indicates that the army as 8 a whole generally reflects the countrys balance of
major ethnic groups. While many of those initially recruited left the army before competing their terms, by late
2004 the armys attrition rate had dropped to 1. 1 percent per 9 month. While attrition appears to have abated,
U. S. and Afghan officials told us that soldiers often leave their units without permission for as long as 2 weeks
to take...
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